
May 29, 2007 
 
Reply To 
Attn Of:  ETPA-088       Ref:  05-038-BLM 
 
Robbin B. Boyce, Project Lead 
Bureau of Land Management 
Cottonwood Field Office 
1 Butte Drive 
Cottonwood, ID 83522-5200 
 
Dear Mr. Boyce: 
 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the final Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the Eastside Township Fuel and Vegetation Project (CEQ No. 20070163) in Idaho 
County, in northern central Idaho.  Our review was conducted in accordance with our responsibilities 
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act.  Section 309 
specifically directs EPA to review and comment in writing on the environmental impacts associated with 
all major federal actions. 

 
In our comments on the draft EIS for this project in September 2006, EPA expressed 

environmental concerns about the project due to its anticipated impacts to water quality.  We 
recommended that the assessment of cumulative impacts include other watershed restoration activities 
and that additional helicopter logging be considered to reduce sediment yields to streams. 

 
EPA appreciates Bureau of Land Management responses to comments on the draft EIS.  We 

understand and appreciate the cost balance considerations laid out in Table 3.13.3.  Because of continued 
concerns about impacts of short term sediment yields to listed streams, we recommend that additional 
measures be taken to reduce sediment loading and that these be included in the Record of Decision.  We 
still believe that, among other measures that can be taken, increased use of helicopter logging and/or 
decrease in temporary road construction would contribute significant reductions in sediment yields, thus 
helping to improve water quality in the project area. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the final EIS for this project.  If you have 

questions regarding this letter, please contact Theo Mbabaliye at (206) 553-6322 or myself at  
(206) 553-1601. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Christine B. Reichgott, Manager 
      NEPA Review Unit 

 


